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2011 Mobilization
Native American Drop-In 


Article for Newsletter or Website


Note to users: The information in the sample below reflects key points for the Click It or Ticket campaign. You can use this sample to develop your own article or drop-in an organization newsletter or Website.

Will You Remember to Click It? 
By (Native American Community Leader)
It is said that repeating something 10 times will help you to remember it.  Similarly, this year marks the tenth year of the Click It or Ticket mobilization.  And it’s safe to say that drivers and passengers are starting to get it — they’re remembering to buckle up and realizing the great importance of doing so, saving thousands of lives. 

However, there are still far too many not getting it.  Every day, new tickets are written to — and new fatalities are reported about — those who disregard the law and do not buckle up.  That’s why from May 23 through June 5, (state) will once again take part in the Click It or Ticket seat belt campaign, continuing the effort to remind motorists of the value of seat belts.  During this national enforcement mobilization, local and state police will be stopping vehicles with unbelted drivers or passengers; and a ticket will definitely help those caught unbuckled to not forget the next time. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 23,382 occupants of passenger vehicles were killed in traffic crashes in 2009.  Of those, (#) were in (state), and (__) percent died unrestrained. 
[Louisiana – 579 / 61%; Mississippi – 561 / 68%; New Mexico – 261 / 48%; 
Oklahoma – 552 / 55%; Texas - 2,155 / 44%]
Lack of seat belt use is also a very real problem in our culture.  In fact, 75 percent of Native American passenger vehicle occupants killed in an average year were unrestrained at the time of the crash (based upon known restraint use).  This has contributed to a significant loss of life.  In the 10-year period from 1999–2008, 6,310 Native Americans were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes!  
This is not a good example for our youth — our future.  Traveling unbuckled is a major factor in fatal teen and nighttime crashes, and motor vehicle crashes are actually the leading cause of death for teens.  In 2009, 3,349 passenger vehicle occupants ages 16–20 were killed in traffic crashes, and well over half of those killed were unbuckled.  And of all those killed at night (all ages), nearly two-thirds were not wearing seat belts. 
The Click It or Ticket mobilization strives to stop these preventable tragedies, and the intensified enforcement serves to remind everyone of the importance of seat belts.  Please, always remember to buckle up.  Do it for your family, your friends, yourself, and even for your wallet!  It will not only save you the cost of a ticket — it just might save your life.  

If you would like to more information on traffic safety and seat belt use, please visit NHTSA online at www.nhtsa.gov for materials.[image: image1.png]



