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LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
TEEN CIOT Seat Belt FACT SHEET 
[State] Law Enforcement Campaign Drives Teen Seat Belt Use
· Car crashes are the number one killer of teens, but they don’t have to be.  

· From May 21 to June 3,  [Local Law Enforcement Agency] will be increasing patrols on roads that are heavily traveled by teens to call attention to seat belt safety during Click It or Ticket.
· In an effort to combat teen passenger vehicle deaths and injuries, [State and/or local] law enforcement will apply a zero-tolerance policy for those caught not wearing seat belts, targeting unbelted drivers and passengers of all ages, but especially teens. 

· Unbuckled teen drivers and passengers will be ticketed and fined. 

Teens Have the Lowest Seat Belt Use of Any Age Group
· A total of 3,932 teenagers ages 16–20 died in traffic related crashes in 2009.
· The fatality rate for drivers ages 16 to 19, based on miles driven, is four times higher than for drivers ages 25 to 69.

· The story is almost always the same: the majority of teens killed in traffic crashes were not buckled at the time of the crash.
· Low seat belt use is one of the main reasons that teen driver and passenger fatalities rates are high.  Too many teens continue to ignore the warnings and potential consequences that can result from not wearing seat belts. 
· Teenage drivers and passengers — especially young men — are among those least likely to wear their seat belts. 
· From 2003 – 2008, (#) 16 to 20 year olds were killed in (state).  Of those, (#) percent were not buckled.
[LA – 671, 73% / MS – 663, 78% / NM – 300, 71% / OK – 587, 71% / TX – 2,600, 52%]

· Nighttime is particularly dangerous.  Nationally, around two-thirds of the 16 to 20 year olds who die in passenger vehicle crashes at night are not buckled up.

· Drivers are also less likely to use restraints when they have been drinking.  Of the young drivers who had been drinking and were killed in crashes in 2008, 73 percent were unrestrained.

Buckle Up Teens! 

· Teens need to recognize that wearing a seat belt is the absolute best way to protect themselves and their passengers from severe injury or death in the event of a motor vehicle crash. 
· During a crash, being buckled up helps keep you safe and secure inside your vehicle, whereas being completely thrown out of a vehicle is almost always deadly.
· Rollovers are deadly, too.  Pickup trucks are twice as likely to rollover as cars, and not wearing your seat belt decreases your chance of surviving by up to 80 percent.

· In 2009, the use of seat belts in passenger vehicles saved more than 13,000 lives nationwide.  In (state) alone, seat belts saved (#) lives.

[LA – 250 / MS – 205 / NM – 173 / OK – 267 / TX – 1,407]

· [State’s] goal is simple: to prevent tragic and untimely deaths of teens in our state by convincing both drivers and passengers to buckle up.

· [Local Law Enforcement Agency] officers are reaching out to all [State/City/County] residents, but particularly to teens, to help remind those that don’t buckle up with a ticket.
Seat Belts Save Lives!  For more information please visit www.nhtsa.gov/Teen-Drivers.  Click It or Ticket — day and night.
