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CLICK IT OR TICKET NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date]
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[Law Enforcement Agency] Readies for Click It or Ticket
No warnings for unbuckled teen drivers and passengers 
[City, State] – From May 21 to June 3, [LE Agency] will join local and national law enforcement officers and highway safety advocates across the country for the 2012 national Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement mobilization. 

[LE Agency] officers will be cracking down on teens (and other motorists) who fail to wear their seat belts around the clock, making [state] roads a safer place for teen drivers and passengers.  Every year nearly 4,000 teenagers ages 16 to 20 die in traffic related crashes, yet a large number of teens still don’t buckle up — especially at night.  During the nighttime, around two-thirds of the 16 to 20 year olds who die in passenger vehicle are not buckled.  
“Many traffic deaths can be prevented if teens simply wear their seat belts for every trip, whether to a school event or a friend’s house only a few blocks away.  Since nighttime is particularly dangerous, [LE Agency] is strongly supporting enhanced nighttime enforcement of seat belt laws during the 2012 Click It or Ticket campaign,” said [LE/Highway Safety Official].  “Law enforcement will be cracking down on Click It or Ticket violators both day and night and increasing patrols on roads that are heavily traveled by teens.  If law enforcement finds you on driving or riding unbuckled anytime or anywhere, you can expect to get a ticket — not a warning,” said [LE/Highway Safety Official].

Teens have the lowest seat belt use of any age group, a key reason why car crashes are the number one killer of teens.  But they don’t have to be.  “Although many teens ignore the warnings and potential consequences that can result from not wearing seat belts, it’s harder to forget when they have a ticket to pay,” said [LE/Highway Safety Official].  “We really want to help teens understand that buckling up is the absolute best way to protect themselves and their passengers from severe injury or death in the event of a motor vehicle crash.” 

-more-

Remember, from May 21 to June 3, it’s Click It or Ticket — day and night.  Buckle up and encourage the teens in your community to do the same.  You’ll save them the cost of a ticket and keep them from learning the hard way — the windshield and pavement are not so forgiving.  
Seat belts save lives!  For more information please visit www.nhtsa.gov/Teen-Drivers. 
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