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[Law Enforcement Agency] Rallies Local Teens
Teen drivers and passengers reminded to buckle up
[City, State] – [City or school] teens are ready to display their school spirit.  Homecoming is the perfect time of year to show school pride, but this season also provides an important opportunity for local teens to take pride in themselves.  It’s easy.  Just remind them to take a moment to buckle up for every trip.  They’ll show respect for themselves, family, and friends, and that’s something to be proud of.  
School events like homecoming games, dances, and pep rallies are fun and memorable.  But it’s easy for teens to get caught up in the excitement and not think about safety.  Driving without a seat belt seems like such a minor offense, but causes major damage each year.  Low seat belt use among teens is a very serious problem — motor vehicle crashes are actually the leading cause of death for 15 to 20-year-olds.  For drivers ages 16 to 19, based on miles driven, the fatality rate is four times higher than for drivers ages 25 to 69.
In an effort to help [city or school] teens make it to and from these events safely, [local law enforcement agency] will be increasing patrols to enforce seat belt laws and encourage safe driving.  Officers will have zero-tolerance for those caught not wearing seat belts, targeting unbelted drivers and passengers of all ages, but especially teens.  Teen drivers and passengers spotted without their seat belts will be ticketed and fined.  “We want to make our state a safer place for teen drivers and passengers,” said [law enforcement spokesperson].  “In [name of state] from 2003 to 2008, [#] percent of teens killed in car crashes were not buckled up.  That’s [#] who might have lived if someone had simply asked them to put their seat belt on.” 

[Louisiana 73%, 487 / Mississippi 78%, 518 / New Mexico 71%, 212 / Oklahoma 71%, 415 / Texas 52%, 1,349]
-more-

“We are proud of our local teens, and we want them to enjoy high school,” said [law enforcement spokesperson].  “But we want them to also keep their safety and best interests in mind when they’re taking part in school events and celebrations.  Rather than winning the game or being homecoming royalty, the most important thing is to make it home safely to their families.” 

Officers want to remind teens that they can help protect their friends by keeping distractions to a minimum and making it a rule for all in the car to wear seat belts.  “Reminding a friend to buckle up just might save his/her life,” said [law enforcement spokesperson].  
Help rally to get local teens to wear their seat belts.  Whether heading to homecoming, a game, or simply a few blocks away to hang out with friends, buckling up is essential.  Saving lives is definitely something to cheer for.  Find out more at www.nhtsa.gov/Teen-Drivers.   
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