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Securing Your Future

Crashes Kill, But Seatbelts Save
Prom and graduation are coming soon.  During this exciting time of year, you’ll hear and read a lot about your fellow students’ plans: plans for their prom night as well as for their entire future. 

But there’s one thing no one ever foresees yet it happens to more than a million teens every year — car crashes.  In fact, 1,337,000 drivers involved in police-reported crashes in 2009 were young drivers.  And many of these crashes were fatal.  Motor vehicle crashes are actually the number one cause of death for teenagers.  In 2009 alone, a total of 3,932 teenagers ages 16 to 20 died in traffic related crashes.  

Fortunately, you can plan ahead for a crash by simply wearing your seat belt!  Buckling up is without a doubt the best way to protect yourself and your passengers from severe injury or death in the event of a motor vehicle crash.  In 2009 the use of seat belts in passenger vehicles saved more than 13,000 lives.  

If you’re still not convinced that wearing your seat belt is essential, check out these real — and really tragic — headlines about teens whose lives were cut short during what should have been a happy time:

Teen Girl Killed, 7 Injured in Crash on Way to Prom

Prom Queen Killed in Auto Crash

3 Teens in Prom Night Fatal Crash Identified

Student Killed On Way to Pick Up Prom Tux

Crash Victim Was Set for Graduation

Senior Killed Two Days before Graduation

Car Accident Claims Life of Teenager after Graduation Ceremony
Please don’t learn the hard way.  Slamming your head into your windshield isn’t exactly the coolest way to discover why seat belts are so important.  But if that image isn’t enough to help you remember to buckle up, then how about getting hit in another place that hurts — your wallet.  Local police will be increasing patrols to enforce seat belt laws and promote safe driving during prom and graduation.  Officers will have zero-tolerance for those caught not wearing seat belts, and drivers and passengers who are not buckled will be ticketed and fined.  It’s not the best way to spend your graduation money.  

-more-

Remember, the most important thing you can wear to and from prom, graduation, and any other trip you take is your seat belt.  Make a commitment to buckle up, and start today.  It’s a simple way to help secure your future. 
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