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Dear School Resource Officer:
We are asking you to participate in an important initiative affecting the well-being of your students.  In an environment of chilling new threats to the safety of students, it’s easy to overlook one of the greatest on-going dangers they face — being killed or injured in a motor vehicle crash.  In fact, motor vehicle crashes are still the number one killer of our teens.  During their teenage years, adolescents are more likely to die or be injured in a crash than any other time in their life.  
A total of 3,932 teenagers ages 16–20 were killed in traffic crashes in 2009.  This is an average of more than 10 teens a day; imagine losing a third of an average high school class each day in traffic crashes!  Yet teens have the lowest seat belt use of any age group. Seat belt use is lower in pickup trucks than in other passenger vehicles, and nighttime seat belt use is low, too. 

But many of these deaths could easily be prevented by the consistent use of seat belts.
We can do something together to stop this unnecessary loss of life.  Throughout the year, we are asking you to reach out to the teens at your school and community through special emphasis projects such as National Teen Driver Safety Week, the Click It or Ticket mobilization, and heightened enforcement at events like homecoming and graduation.  The goal is not to write tickets, but to get everyone buckled up, especially teen drivers and their passengers.  Your efforts could save a life — or 10!
Enclosed are a variety of materials to make it easier for you to get involved throughout the school year.  There are posters, outreach ideas, PA announcements, fact sheets, and flyers, as well as a sample student email and speaking script for an assembly.  These materials can be customized to meet your school’s needs as you reach out to the students during events like homecoming, prom, and graduation.

Thank you for participating in this lifesaving effort.  You can make a difference in the lives of the teens at your school!  For more information, visit www.region6teenbeltproject.org.  More resources are also available at www.teendriversource.org.    
