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[Law Enforcement Agency] Works to Prevent Teen Crash Deaths

Seat belts emphasized for teen drivers and passengers during 

National Teen Driver Safety Week, October 16 – 22
[City, State] – Want to know the greatest threat to today’s youth?  Look no further than your driveway.  Car crashes are the number one cause of death among teens, killing nearly 4,000 teenagers ages 16 to 20 in traffic related crashes each year.  Tons of metal — combined with inexperience and distractions — can be deadly.  Studies have confirmed a connection between teen drivers transporting peer passengers and an increased risk of fatal crashes.  In fact, adding just one passenger doubles the fatal crash risk for a teen driver.  And although the risk of a crash increases with each additional passenger, recent research shows that few teens recognize the impact passengers have on driver safety. 
To combat this trend, [LE Agency] is promoting safe teen driver and passenger behaviors during National Teen Driver Safety Week, October 16 to 22.  Throughout the campaign, [LE Agency] will continue to enforce traffic laws for everyone, especially teens. 
“Teens can help friends who are driving by keeping distractions to a minimum, helping with directions when asked and wearing seatbelts,” said [LE agency spokesperson].  “We encourage teens to use positive peer pressure to persuade each other to buckle up, given that teens have the lowest seat belt use of any age group.  And when it comes to crashes, the story is almost always the same: the majority of teens killed in traffic crashes were not buckled at the time of the crash.” 

Other research has shown that simple “rookie” mistakes or driver error attributed to inexperience are a major cause of teen crashes.  This year’s National Teen Driver Safety Week theme addresses support for parents as they teach their teens to drive, with important research and tools available at www.teendriversource.org.  The “Ride Like A Friend, Drive Like You Care” campaign for high school students also encourages passenger behaviors that can reduce teens’ crash risk.  More information is available at www.ridelikeafriend.org.  
For more information about teen driving safety, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/Teen-Drivers.  
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