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NEW MEXICO TEEN BELTS

ENFORCEMENT PLANNER
FACT SHEET & TALKING POINTS

New Mexico Buckling Down on Those Not Buckling Up

· In an effort to save more lives on New Mexico’s roadways, State and local law enforcement agencies will be out in force during April with a special Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement mobilization to buckle down on all motorists not buckling up–especially teens— and enforce the State’s new seat belt law.  
· The special enforcement will begin on April 26 and will be in addition to New Mexico’s traditional Click It or Ticket enforcement taking place during key times throughout the year. 
· Summer is traditionally one of the deadliest times of the year, so as New Mexico gets ready for summer break, Law Enforcement will be giving no breaks to those caught not buckling up…there are simply too many lives at stake.

· In fact, nearly one-third of New Mexico’s passenger vehicle occupant fatalities occurred during May through August.

· Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for teens, more than homicide and suicide combined.

· Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect people and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes.
· Nationally, of the passenger vehicle occupants involved in a fatal crash in 2008, the 73 percent that were restrained survived the crash.

· Yet clearly in New Mexico too many motorists – especially teens – ignore the fact that these tragic crashes can and do happen all the time. 

· Even though we are seeing all-time high seat belt use rates, not wearing a seat belt is still is one of the biggest reasons for so many teen fatalities in New Mexico. 
Young Drivers – Especially Males – Are Among Those at Greatest Risk 

· According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), teenage drivers and passengers are among those least likely to always wear their seat belts.  
-- more --

· Nationally in 2008, 3,678 teen passenger vehicle occupants (ages 16-20) were killed in motor vehicle crashes, and 60 percent were unrestrained, where restraint use was known, at the time of the fatal crash. 
· In New Mexico in 2008, 76 percent of all teen passenger vehicle occupants (ages 16-20) were not wearing their seat belts, where restraint use was known, at the time of the fatal crash, up 11 percent from 2007. 
· 60 percent of the 25 teen passenger vehicle occupants (ages 16-20) killed in motor vehicle crashes in New Mexico in 2008 were young males. 
No More Excuses – Click It or Ticket
· This April, through stepped-up traffic patrols and other zero tolerance enforcement efforts, State and local New Mexico law enforcement will be on the lookout for all seat belt violators – especially teens – who are not buckling up. 
· Those caught not wearing a seat belt will be ticketed and fined.  

· New Mexico’s goal is simple: to save more lives by convincing more motorists to always buckle up. 

· So unless you want to risk a ticket, or worse - your life, please remember Click It or Ticket– day and night.

· For more information, please visit www.nhtsa.gov or [insert New Mexico’s website].


* According to NHTSA, all numbers and percentages referencing belted or unbelted fatalities are based on “Known Usage.” 
###

