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TEXAS TEEN BELTS
ENFORCEMENT PLANNER
SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date]
CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, E-mail address]
Note: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release.  You must get their approval for the language of their quotation and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done can you send out the press release. 
No Halloween Costume Clever Enough to Hide Seat Belt Violators from [Local Law Enforcement Organization] 
Special Statewide Enforcement 
Focuses Efforts on Saving Lives and Enforcing New Seat Belt Law
[City, State] – As ghosts and goblins hit Texas roadways this October they should always wear their seat belts, no matter where they are seated in the vehicle, or be ready to face the consequences.  That’s the message the [Local Law Enforcement Agency] will be sending, as they buckle down on all motorists not buckling up – especially teens – and enforce the State’s new seat belt law. 
Before, only those seated in the front seats were required to wear a seat belt. Effective September 1, 2009, the new law states that ALL passengers, no matter where they are sitting, must wear their seat belts at all times.

“This new law is a step in the right direction to save more lives,” [Local Law Enforcement Official] said. “Our youngest passengers and drivers still have the attitude that nothing will ever happen to them.  Let this be a reminder that nothing, not even the most clever Halloween costume, can hide the fact that a driver or passenger is not buckled up.”   

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), teenage drivers and passengers still have not gotten the message about the importance of wearing a seat belt and are still one of the least likely groups to buckle up.  In Texas, 47 percent of 371 teen passenger vehicle occupants, ages 16-20, killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2008 were unrestrained at the time of the fatal crash.  

That’s why in an effort to save more lives, beginning October 19, [Local Law Enforcement Organization] is joining with other State and local law enforcement agencies throughout Texas to step up seat belt enforcement during October with increased patrols and other special Click It or Ticket efforts to help ensure that more people –especially teens - always wear their seat belts when driving or riding in a motor vehicle.  
“Unfortunately too many Texas motorists still need a tough reminder that wearing a seat belt is the absolute best way to protect themselves during a crash, so our officers are going to be out in force cracking down on those who are not buckled up,” said [Local Law Enforcement Official.] 
-- more --

[Local Law Enforcement Official] said regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect people and to reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes. Nationally, of the passenger vehicle occupants involved in a fatal crash in 2008, the 73 percent that were restrained survived the crash.
“To help save more lives on Texas’ roadways, we’re going to make sure both teens and adults understand that wearing your seat belt costs you nothing, but not wearing it could cost you a ticket, or worse - your life,” [he/she] said.  “No more exceptions. No more excuses.  We want all drivers and passengers to always remember to buckle up day and night. Click It or Ticket.” 
For more information on Click It or Ticket, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/link/ciot.htm.
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