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· Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for teens, more than homicide and suicide combined.

· In Louisiana, 109 teens were killed in vehicle crashes in 2007; 71 percent of those killed were not wearing seat belts.
· Not wearing a seat belt is one of the biggest reasons for so many teen crash fatalities in Louisiana. 

· Teenage drivers and passengers are among those least likely to always wear their seat belts, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  

· Nationally in 2007, 4,540 people ages 16-20 were killed in vehicle crashes, and 61 percent were unrestrained where restraint use was known at the time of the fatal crash. 

· The Louisiana rate for unbuckled teens killed in crashes is 10 percent higher than the national rate for teens.

· Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect people and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes.

· This May, through stepped-up traffic patrols and other zero tolerance enforcement efforts, Louisiana law enforcement agencies will be on the lookout for all seat belt violators—especially teens. 

· Those caught not wearing a seat belt will be ticketed and fined.  

· Louisiana is one of several states in which demonstration projects are being conducted to determine the most effective methods of increasing seat belt use among young motorists. The demonstration project involves East Baton Rouge, Ascension and Livingston parishes.

· The project for teens involves stepped up enforcement of the state’s seat belt law, outreach at schools and other places where teens congregate, and rewards for teens observed buckled up. 

· “Rock the Belt” contests are being conducted in which teams of four students compete to see which team can most quickly seat and buckle up each member in four seating positions of a vehicle.

· Area agencies using overtime enforcement funds to participate in the program in the three-parish area include: Louisiana State Police Troop A, Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office, Baker Police Department, Baton Rouge Police Department, Denham Springs Police Department, East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office, Gonzales Police Department, Livingston Police Department, Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office, Sorrento Police Department, Walker Police Department and Zachary Police Department. The LSU and Southern University police departments are participating voluntarily.

