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Media Advisory

May 7, 2009

Livingston Parish kicks off teen safety program at Denham Springs High

“Rock the Belt,” “Click It or Ticket” work to save teen lives through seat belt education

Who:
Louisiana Highway Safety Commission


Sgt. Markus Smith, Louisiana State Police


Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office


Denham Springs Police Department

Elise LeBlanc, teacher, SADD faculty advisor, mother of child saved by seatbelts


Christian Vige, student at Denham Springs High


Kendall Pipes, student at Denham Springs High

What:
Rock the Belt contest, which demonstrates seat belt safety, and discussion of Click It or Ticket enforcement campaign. The event is not a formal news conference, but officials, a teacher and students will be available to discuss and explain the contest and the Click It or Ticket campaign.

When:
11:30 a.m., Monday, May 11, 2009

Where:
Denham Springs High School, Near Cafeteria, 1000 N. Range Avenue

Overview:

Nearly 71 percent of the 109 Louisiana teens killed in crashes in 2007 were not wearing seat belts at the time of the crash. Louisiana’s unrestrained fatalities for teen motorists are nearly 10 percent higher than the national average. Because of these statistics, Livingston, Ascension and E. Baton Rouge parishes were selected to participate in a demonstration project of national significance. Law Enforcement and school officials and students will be available to discuss details of the project, which includes extensive enforcement and educational outreach to teens. Students will participate in a Rock-the-Belt contest in which teams of four students each compete to buckle up in a vehicle in the shortest period of time.

The specialized teen campaign in May in the three-parish area is part of the statewide Click It or Ticket effort through which the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission provides funds to State Police and local agencies to step up enforcement. The statewide Click It or Ticket campaign is in effect May 18-31 and involves both stepped up enforcement and outreach to the public through advertising and other messages.

The fatal crash rate (crashes per 100,000 licensed drivers) for drivers ages 18-20 is nearly twice as high as the average rate for all drivers. This group makes up 5.2 percent of all licensed drivers, but was involved in 9.8 percent of fatal crashes and 10.2 percent of injury crashes. The fatal and injury statistics for drivers ages 15-17 were also above average.

Page 2 media advisory

The project for teens involves stepped up enforcement of Louisiana’s seat belt law, outreach and rewards for teens who are observed buckled up. The rewards include free iTunes gift cards to young drivers and passengers whom officers observe wearing seat belts. The iTunes cards—popular among teens—are redeemed for songs that can be downloaded and installed on MP3 players.

Lt. Col. John LeBlanc, executive director of the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission: “It’s clear that we have a problem with teen deaths in Louisiana and we’ve identified how we can make improvements and save young lives. Convincing more young motorists that they must obey the law and buckle up should result in fewer fatalities and injuries.”
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